Welcome to the  Nambucca Valley

Discover why locals and regular visitors call this paradise!

CLIMATE! 


The Nambucca Valley marks the gateway to subtropical Australia and basks in the best measured climate of our vast continent. Summer maximum temperatures hover in the high 20s and on the rare occasions when the mercury nudges 32 degrees Celsius cooling sea breezes often provide welcome relief. Winter nights can be brisk but the days are mild. Ocean temperatures remain around 20 degrees all year - realistically it is possible to surf on all but the bleakest winter days. 

BEACHES! 


The clean, uncrowded beaches of Scotts Head, Nambucca Heads and Valla Beach have been a magnet, drawing families back to this holiday destination year after year – some for decades! Others are just now discovering the safe surfing conditions with waves to suit all levels, and the long wide beaches of squeaky-clean sand.

FISHING! 


Fishing is a popular and rewarding recreation in the Nambucca. Choose from deep sea, beach, rock, estuary or freshwater angling. Boat hire operators, bait and tackle suppliers, staff at the Visitor Information Centre or fellow fishermen can advise where the best spots are located. And when you do catch the big one, make sure you register it in the ‘Fish of the Month/ Year’ competition!

WATER ACTIVITIES! 


The Nambucca River system begins its journey in the rainforests of the Great Dividing Range. The river winds its way through rolling hills and fertile farmland to the heritage town of Macksville where it joins other tributaries. These inland waterways are ideal for canoes and small craft. Water enthusiasts will pass through the breeding grounds of the famous Nambucca River oyster during the final stretch of river between Macksville and Nambucca Heads. The river is also a popular playground for water and jet ski-ing, sailboarding and sailing. The other arm of the river system, Warrell Creek, runs parallel to the coast from Nambucca Heads to Scotts Head before turning inland. This river is an angler and birdwatcher’s paradise. Boat ramps are located at Nambucca Heads, Macksville, Gumma and Scotts Head. Small craft can be launched at many locations up-river. 

THINGS TO DO! 


Golf, lawn bowls and many other sports can be enjoyed throughout the year. The challenging Nambucca Heads Island Golf Course is among Australia’s most picturesque and the courses at Bowraville and Macksville would be among the friendliest. Bowlers will enjoy a game at Scotts Head, Macksville, Bowraville or Nambucca Heads. 


Bushwalkers and birdwatchers can join local groups on regular treks through forests, national parks, nature reserves and rural roads. There is even an area of rainforest complete with walking tracks in the centre of Nambucca Heads. 

River boardwalks and pathways at Nambucca Heads and Macksville provide easy, level walking surfaces. Take some time out to ponder and appreciate the views and atmosphere on one of the many seats strategically placed throughout the Nambucca Valley towns. 

HISTORY! 


Nambucca’s history and heritage are well documented in museums at Nambucca Heads, Bowraville and Macksville. Many buildings from the early 1900s have been restored to their former glory. These include Bowraville Theatre and heritage hotels in Bowraville, Macksville and Taylors Arm. Signposted river boardwalks tell a fascinating story of logging and ship building days for those visitors who love a good yarn. 

ARTs and CRAFTS! 


The Nambucca atmosphere awakens many artistic talents. Galleries and shops featuring various works by talented locals are scattered throughout the shire. The V-Wall breakwater at Nambucca Heads is a colourful outdoor art gallery documenting sometimes decades of repeat family holidays and special occasions. Feel free to add your own ‘postcard’! Vibrant mosaics and murals at Scotts Head, Nambucca Heads, Bowraville and Yarriabini National Park brighten the streets and reserves. To experience the natural beauty, cultural richness and idyllic lifestyle of the area it is best to leave the highway and explore the network of secondary roads and even some unsealed back roads. 

The tiny villages of Eungai Rail and Eungai Creek mark the Nambucca Shire’s southern boundary. Eco-tourism has replaced the timber industry - a drive through the forest and Ngambaa Nature Reserve will provide spectacular views and surprise encounters with fauna including wallabies, echidnas, goannas and other reptiles.

PLACES TO STAY! 


Your accommodation options are many – from camping ground tent sites to luxury units, country resorts, waterside cabins and river houseboats. The friendly staff at the Nambucca Valley Visitor Information Centre can help you find the place to suit your needs and budget. 

SPECIAL EVENTS! 


Some of our events are a little unusual. You might like to enjoy a country race meeting at Bowraville Racecourse, listen to the huffing, puffing and chugging of old tractors at the Rusty Iron Rally, or admire the gleaming, colourful Hot Rods that converge on Valla Beach every October long weekend. 

AWAY FROM THE ‘BIG’ SMOKE! 


Scotts Head has been a popular destination for families and surfers for many years. Main Beach is safe for all ages and offers good waves, clean sandy stretches and accessible headlands. The caravan park is also a day recreation area with children’s playground, picnic tables and gas barbeques. 

Yarriabini National Park with The Pines picnic area and Mt Yarrahapinni Lookout is only minutes from Scotts Head, providing welcome relief when you are beached-out! 


The river town of Macksville is the perfect place for motorists to break their journey– just turn off the highway and relax in the parks on either side of the river or around the billabong at the southern end of town. Better still; drive a few kilometres to the peaceful riverside picnic spots at Gumma or Talarm. Macksville is renowned for its food – delicious macadamia nut products, award-winning sausages, hamburgers too big to get your mouth around, chocolates, delicious ice creams and old-fashioned lollies. The heritage of the area is evident in the Pioneer Cottage and two turn-of-the-century hotels. 


The village of Taylors Arm is reputed to be the location of the famous Slim Dusty song, Pub With No Beer. But don’t be fooled – there’s plenty of cold beer on tap! Soak up the picturesque countryside from the wide verandahs and learn about the early timber and farming industries from the many photographs and artefacts decorating the walls. 


The wide peaceful streets of the heritage town of Bowraville were built for bullock teams. Many buildings survive in renovated splendour from the town’s heyday in the early 1900s. Bowraville’s Folk Museum is recognised as one of the best in Australia; another must-see is the Frank Partridge VC Military Museum displaying the history of Australian Armed Forces. Cafes, galleries, antiques and collectables - plus friendly locals who enjoy a chat - make historic Bowraville a place to remember. 

NAMBUCCA HEADS! 


This sublime unspoilt town is perched above the Nambucca River estuary and offers picturesque views from many vantage points. It is undoubtedly a town with something for everyone: beaches and river lure anglers, surfers, swimmers and boaters; restaurants, cafes, coffee shops, clubs and taverns entice the hungry and give the feeling of eating in a postcard! The history of early settlement is shown in photographs and artefacts at the Headland Museum. Galleries and a public art show display many local talents - visitors are invited to leave their artistic mark on the massive boulders that make up the V-Wall breakwater. If you want to get physical there’s golf, bowls and tennis plus a gym and indoor sports centre – or miles of walking tracks along the river and through the pristine Gordon Park rainforest. 

TUCKED AWAY! 


Valla Beach offers an immense expanse of unspoilt beach just a couple of minutes off the Pacific Highway on the northern side of Nambucca Heads. It is the perfect hideaway – long sweeping beaches and breathtaking views will ensure you make a return visit. West of the highway is highly productive Valla Rural. Here the tasty macadamia nut has replaced the red cedar of yesteryear. 

Further afield you will discover some localities with weird-sounding names – Congarinni, location of superb wetlands; Missabotti, the link between Bowraville and Bellingen; Burrapine, Thumb Creek and Girralong nestling at the edge of New England National Park, plus many more. 

Major Events

Bowraville races - 

Six meetings a year at the picturesque Bowraville Racecourse. The Bowra Cup in July is not to be missed! For meeting dates contact Nambucca River Jockey Club -nrjc75@bigpond.com or 6564 7258.

Valla Fair, held on the Lions Reserve, Valla Beach, on the first Sunday in January, is a fun day for all organised by Valla Lions Club. The event is wheelchair-friendly and entry is free. Contact Tracey Suter on 6569 5410. 

Elly Stig Memorial Golf Day and Sporting Memorabilia Auction - early January.

Island Golf Club, Nambucca Heads. Golf tournament plus auction of sporting memorabilia. For further information contact Ray on 6568 6701.

St Patrick’s Day celebrations are held on 17 March at the Bowra Hotel in Bowraville. 

Soccer Challenge Cup - Coronation Park, Nambucca Heads - 3rd full weekend March. Trophies and prize money are up for grabs when the Nambucca Strikers Soccer Club hosts a round robin competition for senior and over-35 players. Contact Peter on 6568 7115.

The Easter Quilt and Patchwork Show and Challenge in Macksville, run by the Verandah Post Patchworkers, showcases contemporary and traditional patchwork, quilting and other textile items. The event is one of the largest and best displays in regional NSW and features travelling exhibitions; a local quilters’ exhibition and quilt raffles. Contact The Remnant Basket on 6568 1829. 

Autumn Tree Fair - Bowraville. Contact Nambucca Valley Landcare on 6564 7838 .

Nambucca Valley Show and Trade Fair - Macksville is held two weeks after Easter. The best of the country is on display at the annual Macksville Show. A fun-filled family day featuring ring events, beef and dairy cattle, dogs, poultry, caged birds, pavilion displays, fireworks, sideshow alley and an array of trade exhibits. Contact John on 6568 6285 or view www.macksvilleshow.com.au for more information.

Enjoy Breakfast by the River at Nambucca Heads on the middle Sunday of the April school holidays. The event promotes fine local art, craft and produce. Contact Bev on 6568 6429. Valley Community Arts 

Catch the Autumn Orchid Show at Scout Hall, Macksville in early May. Contact Helen on 6567 5191 or helenboorer@bigpond.com

Ken Howard Memorial Bowling Carnival - Nambucca Heads - early June. Nambucca Heads Bowling Club hosts a week-long annual event for lawn bowlers - young and old, men and women. 

Enjoy country racing at its best with the Bowraville Cup in July - hosted by the Nambucca River Jockey Club. Take in the fashions, food and betting facilities in a picturesque location. Contact nrjc75@bigpond.com or 6564 7258.

The Logger Heads Malibu Classic is a three-day longboard surfing event for all ages held at Scotts Head in July. Surfers and spectators alike converge on the town for this classic surfing event. Contact Manda Godfrey on 0414 898 112. 

The VW Spectacular is a biennial event held (on even years) at Valla Beach and Nambucca Heads in August. Hundreds of these iconic mighty cars join a Show and Shine parade on Saturday morning. Contact Donna on 0427 695 203 or see www.volkswagenspectacular.com for more details.

Island Golfest held at the Nambucca Heads Island Golf Club each August brings together men, women and juniors for a week of competition. Enjoy golf on this unique course or simply attend the Golfest Dinner. Contact Steve Barnes on 6568 8172. 

Spring Orchid Show - Entertainment Centre, Nambucca Heads - early September. Contact Helen on 6567 5191 or helenboorer@bigpond.com. 

Rusty Iron Rally - Macksville Showgrounds - 1st weekend of September. See history in action when the Mid North Coast Vintage Machinery Club brings to life classic tractors, veteran cars, bikes, trucks and vintage engines. See www.rustyironrally.com, or contact the secretary on 6568 4099 or secretary@rustyironrally.com for more details.

Valley Community Arts ‘Biennial Fine Art and Craft Exhibition’ (even years) -October long weekend.  Showcasing art and craft of the Nambucca Valley and beyond. Contact Pat on 6568 6239. 

Nambucca Valley Arts Council ‘Art Exhibition’ - Biennial (odd years) - October. Entertainment Centre, Nambucca Heads - exhibition of paintings from the Nambucca Valley, Mid North Coast region and beyond. For more information call 6569 4382. 

Hot Rod Rally Show and Shine display – October long weekend. Car lovers will salivate over these early model cars, lovingly transformed into works of art as they arrive for their annual rally. Join the crowds of admirers at the popular Show and Shine display filling Bowra St on Saturday morning. Contact Drag-Ens Hot Rod Club on secretary@drag-ens.com or visit www.drag-ens.com.

Pro-Ag - Showground, Macksville - October 
Mid North Coast premier field day. Contact Brad on 6562 6577. 

Spring Tree Fair - Bowraville - contact Nambucca Valley Landcare on 6564 7838.

GT Falcon Annual Meet - Valla Beach and Nambucca Heads – October. Car clubs from NSW and Queensland have been converging on at Valla Beach for 20 years to show off their restored labours of love. The event culminates in a Show and Shine parade in Bowra Street Nambucca Heads on Saturday morning. Contact Jeff on 6564 7188. 

Macksville Gift - Allan Gillett Oval, Macksville - November. Macksville Athletic Club hosts an annual athletics competition for professional and amateur sprinters, Little Athletics and veterans. The revered event includes a street parade and Gift Queen Competition. Contact 6568 2504 for more information.

Regular Events

Markets

First and third Saturday - Bowraville Country Markets 

1st Saturday - bi-monthly (even months) Valla Community Markets 

2nd Sunday - Plaza Shopping Centre, Nambucca Heads 

Last Sunday - bi-monthly (even months) Funkya @ Unkya 8 am -12 pm, Unkya Reserve, Eungai Creek. Make it, bake it, grow it, sew it - predominantly locally made produce & products - workshops and live entertainment (Ph 6569 7814) 

Music

Nambucca Valley Country Music Club - last Sunday each month 

Nambucca Heads Bowling Club - 12 noon - 4:30 pm

Cultural

Concerts and recitals - Nambucca Valley Arts Council, Entertainment Centre ( Ph. 6568 9288) 

Bowraville Theatre and Arts Council - concerts, recitals, drama, cinema (Ph 6564 7808) 

Nature
Kyeewa Bushwalkers - for monthly program see www.nambuccatourism.com.au/events_monthly.asp or look on the notice board at the Nambucca Valley Visitor Information Centre 

Nambucca Valley Birdwatchers - 3rd Thursday of the month (Ph  6568 9920) 

Please understand that things sometime do change. We have done our utmost to provide current information but please always check with the Nambucca Valley Visitor Information Centre website on www.nambuccatourism.com.au, phone 1800 646 587, or contact the event organiser to check times, dates and venues.  Thank you!

